
 

 

 

CARe Online Talk 

Country in focus: Germany 
 
Labour market integration of researchers with refugee background. Support in and 
outside of academia: lessons learned, needs and future goals.  
 
When: 25 September 2020, from 14.00 to 15.00 CEST  
 
Registration link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpfuuurj0vE9Ee5O1omh7EEawDxm5Ylk0q 
 
The main goals of the event  
 

• Share concrete examples of how the target group can obtain support for their 
research in and outside of academia: what works, what doesn’t work?  
 

• Discuss challenges (short and long-term) and potential ways to overcome them: what 
is needed (beyond funding)?  

• Propose potential actions and initiatives at national and European level that could 
help researchers and organisations/institutions willing to support them: how to 
cooperate?  

• Reflect on “alternative” pathways and support for the target group beyond the 
“mainstream” support structures: small-scale actions that count?  

 
 
Speakers  
 

• Frank Albrecht, Philipp Schwartz Initiative (PSI), Alexander von Humboldt-
Stiftung (AvH) 

 
Available national support programmes/structures for researchers with refugee 

background/at risk and matchmaking with employers in academia 

 

• Eleni Andrianopulu, Bielefeld University/BRiDGE  
 

German HEIs in support for researchers with refugee background/at risk – from 

academic to practical and administrative matters (national and institutional) 

 

• Prof. Dr. Hussain Al-Towaie, Technical University (TU) of Darmstadt 
 

Succeeding as a researcher in Germany: How to successfully integrate into German 

research landscape.  

 
Register for the Online Talk.  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpfuuurj0vE9Ee5O1omh7EEawDxm5Ylk0q
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpfuuurj0vE9Ee5O1omh7EEawDxm5Ylk0q


 

 

 

 

About the speakers 

 
Frank Albrecht - Philipp Schwartz Initiative (PSI), Alexander von Humboldt-Stiftung 
(AvH) 
 

Frank Albrecht is the Programme Director for the Philipp Schwartz Initiative 

(PSI) at the Alexander von Humboldt-Stiftung (AvH). Previously, he was the 

Foundation’s Senior Coordinator for Strategic Planning and a Programme 

Officer for North America, Australia, New Zealand and Oceania.  

Before joining the Humboldt Foundation, he held temporary assignments as a 

consultant for United Nations Volunteers, a UNDP programme, and later as a 

researcher for a UK-based niche recruitment consulting company, the MRL 

Group.  

 

 

Eleni Andrianopulu - Bielefeld University/BRiDGE  
 
Eleni Andrianopulu, Masters (equiv.) in Translation and Linguistics by the University of Leipzig, is the 

Director of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) Branch Office in Athens and Project 

Coordinator of the Horizon2020 project BRiDGE II at Bielefeld University. She has been coordinating 

several projects for international and refugee researchers at the latter University since 2015, such as 

Horizon2020 (BRiDGE), Humboldt-Foundation (PSI 2nd, 3rd and 4th round), Mercator Foundation 

(Refugees), DAAD (STIBET-Doktoranden). She has worked as Active Director of the International Office 

(2017-2020) and has coordinated the EURAXESS Contact point for international researchers (2012-

2017) of Bielefeld University. At Bielefeld University she was working also as Personal Assistant to the 

Vice Rector for International Affairs and Diversity (2015-2019). She was a member of the Executive 

Board and the Board of Trustees of the DAAD (2006-2012) and is currently active as a (lead) assessor 

for the Human Resources Strategy for Researchers of the European Commission. She has worked as 

an assessor in Germany for the DAAD, AQAS, ACQUIN, ZEvA, AHPGS and the Stifterverband.  

 
Prof. Dr. Hussain Al-Towaie, Technical University (TU) of Darmstadt 
 

Professor Hussain Al-Towaie is a Guest Professor at Technical University (TU) 

of Darmstadt since 2017. Beside of that he works as a freelance consultant for 

Water, Energy and Environment. In the years before, from 1987 to 2014, he was 

professor for Thermal Engineering and Renewable Energy at the University of 

Aden in Yemen.  

Mr Al-Towaie held several functions such as the Vice Chairman of the "World 

Clean Energy Conference", held in November 2016 at the United Nation, 

Geneva, Switzerland. Since 2001 he is a member of the WCRE Committee of 

Chairpersons "WCRE: World Renewable Energy Council “. From 2002-2006 he 

worked as an advisor of Yemeni Parliament for Committee of Water & 

Environment. He was awarded a doctorate in Energy Plant Technique from 

1983-1987 at Dresden Technical University, Germany. 

 

 


